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O’Connor Challenges Conflict
Introduction
	In Flannery O’Connor’s short story, “Everything That Rises Must Converge,” we are posed with many challenges between the characters. The following arise mostly between Julian and his mother. Some of the other conflicts involve characters on the bus and the African Americans who entered the bus later on in the story. In O’Connor’s southern Gothicism style of writing, the reality of the late 1950’s and early 1960s is portrayed a realistic vision. In the story we realize that both Julian and his mother have different values and beliefs. These views reflect the individual’s pasts and are based on the time period, generation they grew up in and the politics of the time. Flannery O’Connor’s challenged societal views of how people of color should be treated in her story. 
Thesis Statement
There are clear cut differences in how racism is viewed in the past and in present day. This paper seeks to address these conflicting ideologies. To arrive at that I will use examples from O’Connor’s story that focuses on various dimensions of racism in the United States of America during the Civil Rights era up to present date. Besides, this paper will focus on how blacks and whites integration in public facilities can be achieved and the facilitating factors for the same.
The Conflict
	The conflicts in the story between Julian and his mother are evident from the beginning. Julian is a grown man who has been through several successful years in college, but is faced with many difficulties as he lives with his mother. While he is living with his mother he has to perform duties that someone would not except from a man of his age. Julian’s mother is told by the doctor that she has to loose twenty pounds due to her blood pressure. This is a challenge within itself, and on top of it she drags Julian along with her. She does this by imposing all she’s done for her son and now it’s his turn to give back to her. Julian is irritated with this because he is trying to become a writer and doesn’t want to spend time taking his mom to a reducing class at the Y every week. Julian is already frustrated with the fact that he has to sell typewriters instead of writing. Julian’s mother always find herself the in the center of attention, in the story Flannery writes “She was one of the few members of the Y reducing class who arrived in a hat and gloves and who had a son who had been to college.” (O’Connor 11)
Julian’s mother seems to be the opposite of her son. She is very racist embarrassing to go out in public according to Julian. Julian on the other hand wants to interact with people of color and become more educated about them. Julian takes the time on the bus to ask the man of color behind the newspaper for a “light”. Although Julian no longer smokes, he uses it as an excuse to create conversation with the man. He is then embarrassed because above him is a sign that reads “No Smoking” in all capital letters.  
Throughout the story, Julian treats his mother like a child. His mother is having health problems, resulting in Julian to begin “babying” her. O’Connor writes in the story “Maybe I shouldn’t have paid for it”, this referring to the hat his mother bought. “Yes, you should of course have bought it, Julian said.” After a long argument finally ending with “Put it on and let’s go.” (O’Connor 14) 
At this time in history buses were commonly used by people of all backgrounds. This was made possible by Rosa Parks, and other bus boycotts. People of color became more integrated within the social realm and were becoming more welcomed within different communities. This was huge progression within society at this time but people of color were still faced with oppression. 
In the middle of the story Carver’s mother takes offense to Julian’s mother giving her son a penny. She hauls off and hits his mother with her fist and purse. Julian’s mother falls to the ground while Julian observes in shock. Julian believes that this will teach her a lesson and that she will be no longer act racist and say things she has been telling the colored family. After she falls to the ground, her blood pressure then shoots up and she can no longer walk nor talk, and it is evident she is having a stroke. The mother then asks for her dead husband and her old nanny. Julian is now in fright; his mother is rapidly dying before him. Despite the longer arguments they previously had, he is in panic and has to find help by all means. In the end, there is little time in life to complain about the hardships and struggles. O'Connor writes about how everyone is faced with challenges and people of color are no different from the Caucasian. 
	In a recent forum chaired by Provost David Harris, a well-known activist, it was realized that there has been little advancements in the fight against racism. He talked about “how different judges in the United States of America gave similar rulings in cases where racism was clearly exposed” (Lopez 6). The first incident was in 1991 where Los Angeles police were captured on camera roughing up Rodney King; this is against the laws of the land in the US. The second incident is when Eric Garner died because of being put in chokehold by the New York police during his arrest. The police responsible for Garner’s were found innocent in the court of law over twenty (20) years from the case explained above. From the two cases, there seems to be inequality in how non-Americans are treated even in the courts law (Wallis 32) 
In addition, other scholars argued that there is “uneven citizenship” in the United States of America. In almost every sector there seems to be an unfair treatment of non-Americans by the American people ranging from civil institutions to other higher learning institutions like universities and colleges. During Reconstruction back in the 1800’s, over 1500 African Americans held political offices but were mercilessly driven out of work after introduction of the Jim Crow laws. Furthermore, former slaves were freed but were still bound to the land economically. According to some, Criminalization and demonization of non-Americans led to their exodus from the Deep South for urban centers in the West, Midwest and the North east 
It is unexplainable how such a high number of non-Americans are faced with this unfair treatment. “Even in the health sector, it has been noted that non- Americans have higher incidences of infant mortality and preterm births,” (Entin 20). Activists have expressed concern on the same but American authorities seem to be reluctant in addressing their grievances. In fact, some of the recognized American Human Rights activists have been imprisoned. Those that are non- American have been sentenced to long imprisonment terms or are deported.
It is against the expectations of many that today Americans consider racism to be a bigger problem than it was twenty years ago. As a matter of fact, about 66% of blacks, and 64% of Hispanics call racism a “big problem” as compared to 43% of whites. Over two-thirds of Americans argue that racial tensions have increased in the recent past. In the year 2001, only 29 percent of respondents to a research program by Cable News Network (CNN) considered racism as a “big problem”. This point of view is common among Republicans and Democrats, male and female, young and old, rural, suburban and urban. 
	Another amazing fact is that whites in America tend to only live around and socialize with fellow whites. This is unexpected with all the anti-racism campaigns that are being done up to date. In his article, “Hispanics and African Americans seem to be okay with reporting to diverse social circles, workplaces and neighborhoods”, (Trepagnier 3). Older Americans seem to have better understanding that racial inequality is unfair treatment to non-Americans; this is because a significant percentage embraces living and or socializing with citizens from other races.
Even though O’Connor seeks to bring out and solve the difference between Julian and his mother’s points of view, little has been achieved from such works. There is only hope for improvement in how the judicial system handles cases concerning racism. Flannery O’Connor talks about how a racist mother is and how Julian is completely embarrassed when he hears negative words coming out of her mouth. The integration of Americans and non-Americans will take significant effort and time to be realized; this is because every now and then a non-American is complaining about unfair treatment in public transport means, entertainment joints, learning institutions and while shopping.
Conclusion
It is displayed in the story that both Julian and his mother are having struggles with life in general. It is ironical that Julian is interested in associating with non-Americans at his young age whereas his aged mother is racist. Flannery O’Connor’s story depicts that he cares about the non-Americans are treated. As suggested by many scholars, all American citizens need to be sensitized on the importance of diversity in race as a way of ending unfair treatment to non-Americans. When all American citizens embrace each other, only be positive impacts will be realized.
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